LETTER.
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Office of the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Co.,}
WasaINGTLN, Dec. 23d, 1837.
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ellency, Thomas W. Veazy:
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gz—The last annual report of the President and Directors of the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company was made to the Stockhold-
ers, in general meeting, on the 12th of June last. I had the honor
of transmitting, at that time, a copy to your Excellency; but, as the
Legislature was not then in session, 1t has not been olﬁcnally com-
municated to that honorable body. Although not required by any
existing law to render any other than quarterly, tabular statements
o the T1easurer, yet, from a high sense of our obligations to the
State and respect for its Government, we deem it mcumbent on us
to anticipate the wishes of both, by furnishing a statement, showing
the progress of the work, under our direction, since the date of that
repor; which we request your Excellency to present to the Legis-
lature, in connexion with this letter. That Report gives all the in-
formation which could be desired in relation to the state of the
vorks and the character of their construction; between Dam No. 5,
which is eight miles above Williamsport, and Dam No. 6, which is
wear to the mouth of Great Cacapon River, a distance of 21 1-2
miles; as also of the improvements then in progress between George-
own and Williamsport Wishmg to avoid unnecessary prolixity,.
we beg leave to refer you to said report, and to the communmnication
mde to your Excellency by the President of this Company at the
B st session of the Legislature. o
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and 3 the smbankments sre becoming more solid every day, we
have reason i h r
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gnd that the cost of repairs will consequently decrease every year.
ndeed, it is one of the highest recommendations of carals, that, un-
like most works of art, their strength increases with their age.—
Tl)e-materials of which this canal is constructed are imperishable,
with the excepiion of the lock gates and a few pivot bridges; and,
when it is completed, the annuval expense of repairs wiil be inconsi-
derable, compared with its magnitude and cost, and will abduct but

asmall amount from its vast receipts.




